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This procedure hardly replaces traditional moral 
philosophy as those with a training in moral 
philosophy will bring more sophisticated arguments 
into the process.17 It does provide a way to test moral 
beliefs by forcing people away from the kind of 
wooliness that pervades public discussion of moral 
issues to examine how their beliefs apply to a 
concrete case. A process such as this one 
complements how moral philosophy is traditionally 
practised. Moral philosophers tend to approach their 
task by asking discrete questions such as ‘Is there a 
right to life?’ and the cognate questions of ‘What is a 
right?’ and ‘What is life?’  Answering these 
questions does not often provide a solution to 
particular moral decisions though as answers to these 
questions implicitly assume that there are no other 
compelling reasons in a particular case (i.e. that other 
things are equal).18 The decision-diagram allows 
testing how equal these other things are. 
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